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Open Data Initiative

Key part of the Government’s Public Service Reform activities

Commenced in 2014

Benefits
 Social, economic and political benefits 

 Transparency, citizen engagement and improved services 

 Improve risk management, depth of policy analysis  and create efficiencies

 Business innovation and economic growth 

 Increase data sharing and innovative use across Public sector

 Data is recognised as a strategic and valuable asset 
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Open Data Initiative Governance

Minister for Public 
Expenditure & Reform

Open Data Governance 
Board (ODGB)

Open Data Advisory  

Group (ODAG)

Open Data Unit in the 
Department of Public 
Expenditure & Reform
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Open Data Strategy 2017-2022

Core Objectives

Publication of high value government data in 

open format, making it publicly available and 

freely reusable

Engaging with a broad community of 

stakeholders to promote its social and economic 

benefits
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Public Bodies responsibilities under the Open 
Data Strategy 2017-2022

Action 2.2

 Carry out Data Audits

 Put in Place Publication Plans

 Build trust in Open Data by ensuring datasets are regularly updated and maintained

Action 2.3 

 Facilitate requests for datasets

 Prioritise the release of High Value Datasets in real-time

Action 2.6

 Ensure all datasets comply with the Technical Framework

 Embed the publication of 3 Star Data into existing data processes

Action 3.2

 Host Open Data fora

Action 3.6

 Regularly engage in outreach and collaboration activities

Action 5.4

 Use Open Data and data analytics to achieve efficiencies
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Theme 7 of the Open Data Strategy 2017-2022 
Ensure effective governance structures are in place to implement the 

Strategy. 

 All public bodies to designate a senior person/team within their organisation 

who will act as a Liaison Officer in relation to Open Data. 

 These will act as a point of contact with the Department of Public 

Expenditure and Reform in relation to Open Data and help support the 

initiative generally. 

 As the Strategy is agreed national Government policy, the role of the Open 

Data Liaison Officer within their own organisation is of particular importance 

given that buy-in at all levels of the organisation is required. 

 Open Data Champions need to be located across an organisation including 

at senior level. 

 Provide progress reports to the ODU.
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Portal Users over time



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

12 An Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe | Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Open Data Technical Framework

5 Key Components

Open Data Licence

Recommended Formats

Metadata Schema

Recommended Standards

Recommended unique Resource 

Identifiers (URIs)
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Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 

License
Creative Commons public licenses provide a standard set of terms and 

conditions that creators and other rights holders may use to share original 

works.

The Licensor can grant worldwide, royalty-free, non-sublicensable, 

non-exclusive, irrevocable license to:

Produce, reproduce and share data, in whole or in part

display, distribute or disseminate
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EU Open Data Maturity report 2018 – Ireland No. 1

European Data Portal, “Open Data Maturity in Europe 2018” report, 2018 

https://www.europeandataportal.eu/sites/default/files/edp_landscaping_insight_report_n4_2018.pdf  
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Ireland Open Data Maturity progress
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Open Data Impact Series #1 

Business Opportunities
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Open Data Impact Series #2 

Transport
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In Room and Online Engagement
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Engagement 

Fund

Who can apply?

Any organisation or individual.

How much can I get?

Between €500 and €5,000

What type of projects are funded?

• Outreach and engagement activities,

• Building applications,

• Development of visualisations,

• Research,

• Development of use cases to show the impact or

potential impact

How can I get further information?

Apply online at

https://data.gov.ie/pages/open-data-engagment-fund

https://data.gov.ie/pages/open-data-engagment-fund
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Open Data Publishers in Ireland



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

22 An Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe | Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Origin of 

Open Data 

Users
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Organisation 
Type
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Benefits 
of using 
Open 
Data



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

25 An Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe | Department of Public Expenditure and Reform

Comments and Improvements

 I'm surprised there's so much 

 Improve meta data search parameters

Thanks for the opportunity to access this material

A map would have made it so much easier!

More localisation for non Dublin

There are still too many government datasets that aren't being 

released

Simple: More Data!
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Sample Showcases
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Open Data and PSI Directive 2019

“Open by Default and Design”

 List of High Value Datasets to be laid down in an 

Implementing Act

 New rules on charging: free re-use becomes a principle

 Re-use of data held by public undertakings in utilities and 

transport sector

 Re-use of publicly-funded research data

 Prevention of data lock-in

 Real-time data and APIs
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General Overview (full day)
Monday 21st October 2019 (Ballsbridge Hotel, Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4)

Data Publication & Technical Framework (full day)
Tuesday 22nd October 2019 (Ballsbridge Hotel, Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4)

Data Analytics and Visualisation - Advanced Level (full day)
Tuesday 12th November 2019 (Ballsbridge Hotel, Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, Dublin 4)

Anonymisation (full day)
Wednesday 13th November 2019 (Ballsbridge Hotel, Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, D4)

Introduction to Linked Data (Broad Training - half day, morning)
Thursday 14th November 2019 (Ballsbridge Hotel, Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge, D4)

Upcoming Open Data Training
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Upcoming Events

October 23rd

Open Data Series – Supporting Arts Culture and 

Heritage 

November 27th

Open Data Conference 

See Data.gov.ie for details.

https://data.gov.ie/

